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H.S. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A.  Graduation Requirements
25 credits

The Classes of 2008-2010 may choose to meet the more rigorous graduation requirements for the Classes of 2011and beyond, however if an individual chooses this option they must fully abide by those requirements and no exceptions will be allowed.  Approval must be obtained from both administration and a parent/guardian. 
Graduation requirements are based on the units of credit earned in grades 9 through 12.  Half credits will be given for completing successfully one-half of a full year's course.

Required Credits:  






Classes of 2011 & Beyond
Classes of 2008-2010

Suggested For College Bound
English 
       4 Units
English 
       4 Units
English 
        4 Units

Social Studies
       3 Units     Social Studies
 3 1/2 Units 
Social Studies
        3 Units

Mathematics
       3 Units 
Mathematics
       3 Units
Mathematics
        4 Units

Science
       3 Units
Science
       2 Units
Science
        3 Units

Physical Ed.         1/2 Unit
Physical Ed.         1/2 Unit
Physical Ed.
     1/2 Unit

Health

     1/2 Unit
Health

     1/2 Unit
Health

     1/2 Unit

Foreign Language   2 Units
Computers              1 Unit
Foreign Language   3 Units


      16 Units
Foreign Language   1Unit


      18 Units







       15 ½ Units


*Required Social Studies Courses: Geography (1 unit), World History or American History (1unit), Civics (1/2 unit).

*Required English Courses: English 9 (1 unit), English 10 (1 unit), English 11-12 or College Prep. English (2 units).

* Physical Education:  1/3 credit will be granted for the successful completion of each sports season

College Courses, with the approval of the administration, may be approved for high school credit and/or may take the place of required courses.

Correspondence Courses, with the approval of the administration may be taken for credit and/or may take the place of required courses.
B.  Transferred Credits: Transferred credits from other accredited school districts will be accepted upon enrollment of the student in the Elbert School District.

C.  Schedule Change: No schedule changes will be permitted after the first two weeks of the semester.   All changes must be approved by the administration, the counselor, the teacher involved, and the student's parents.   A request to change class schedule must be obtained from the administration or counselor.  Any semester class dropped after the first 2 weeks of a semester will be recorded as withdraw failing and will be listed on the students transcript as such.  Exceptions can be made for the above policy by the administration if deemed appropriate.

D.  Failure of Course: Any student failing a required course must repeat the course the following year or as soon as schedule permits.  Any student failing only a semester must repeat that semester as soon as the schedule permits or the following year.

E.  Completion of Requirements: Only those students completing all requirements for graduation as set by law and the school will receive diplomas and participate in graduation ceremonies.
F.  Failure to Meet Requirements: All students not meeting those requirements may receive a certificate of participation that states which requirements were not met for graduation.  

G.  Valedictorian/Salutatorian: Valedictorian of the class shall have a grade point average of no less than 3.6. Salutatorian shall have a grade point average of 3.4 or above.  Valedictorian and Salutatorian grade point averages will be figured to the nearest tenth.  In case of a tie in grade point average for either Valedictorian and/or Salutatorian, the school will recognize co-winners.  On years that no one meets these requirements, graduation will proceed without that position being filled. A student must have attended Elbert High School their junior and senior years to be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian.  (If at any time during their senior year, the valedictorian or salutatorian violates a school rule/policy, they will be put on probation.  A second offense would result in the removal of the student from valedictorian/salutatorian eligibility.  Violation of a state statue involving alcohol, drugs, weapons, and/or physical assault will be immediate removal.  If a student is removed from either of these honors, the student next in line will be moved up if qualified).

H.  Weighted Classes /Grade Point Average: The 4.00 method will be used to determine grade point averages. A weighted grading system will be used in conjunction with the 4.00 method to determine grade point average and class rank.  Weighted grading is used when the curriculum is deemed more difficult to obtain an “A” to encourage students to take more difficult classes and for class ranking.  Off campus, correspondence, and online classes will warrant weighted grading if they are transferable for college credit to any accredited 4-year college. The classes to be included are: Calculus, Trigonometry, Physics, Chemistry, College Prep English and Spanish IV.  Prerequisites are required.  The Principal and Superintendent will together determine if the college class is an advanced class and to be weighted.  The classes on the weighted grading system will be worth- A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F=0.
            

I.  Handicapped/Special Ed. Students: Handicapped / Special Ed.  Students who successfully complete an individualized course of study, but who have not completed the graduation requirements set by the local school board, may be granted a diploma, which certifies the completion of that course of study.  This course of study is probably best outlined in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP), which is developed for individual students. 

J.  Foreign Exchange Students: Foreign Exchange Students and other students attending Elbert Schools from another country other than the U.S.A., will be classified as 11th graders and will not be eligible for graduation.
 

 K.  Promotion Policy for Grades 7-8 and 9-12: Students must pass English, Math, Social Studies and Science, and will be allowed only one failure of another subject during grades 7 and 8.   They must be competent on an achievement test in English and Math with a level of 6.7 or greater when the 8th grade achievement tests are given.  No student may be promoted from the 8th grade whose reading level is below 6.7 without administrative approval.  Any student who fails two classes during the 7th and 8th grade will not be promoted.   If a student fails only one class, then they must repeat the class before or during the ninth (9th) grade year.  The Board must approve any exceptions.

Independent Study, work experience and experience-based programs, approved by the administration, may be taken for high school credit upon presentation of an instructional outline and objectives to be monitored by a faculty member.

L.   Elementary Promotion for Grades K-6

Students in grades K-6, who can demonstrate the knowledge and skills to be successful in the next grade level and have met the attendance policy regulations, will be recommended for promotion by the teacher.  

Academic Reports

1. Grading system is:



A
90 to 100




B
80 to 89




C
70 to 79



D
65 to 69



F
0 to 64

2. The cumulative record is a permanent and official record of the student’s school career.  It is the most important single item among school records.  These records are kept in the school administration office and include testing records, grade records, and credits earned and other information.  Information in these records is available only under the records law.

3. The semester grades are recorded in the permanent records.  Grade cards should be reviewed by the parents.  If there are any questions, a conference with the teacher should be arranged.  Incomplete grades must be made up at the discretion of the teacher at the close of the grade period.  Exceptions for special cases must be approved by the superintendent.

4. Academic progress reports will be mailed home during the fifth week of each nine-week grading period to keep parents informed of their child’s progress.  If a student is doing unsatisfactory work, the teacher may send an academic report at the end of each week to alert parents so appointments may be made for conferences.  Parents are encouraged to contact the school and teachers for information and ways to seek help for their child.

"P" and "F" grades may be used for students who have been included into regular education classes, but unable to meet curriculum requirements for the class.
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