FILE: IKE

PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS

A student may be retained for the second year if he/she has not reached a standard of achievement, which would allow him/her to progress satisfactorily in the next grade. 

Retention may also be utilized occasionally for a student who is not sufficiently mature socially, emotionally, mentally, or physically. No more than two years in a grade shall be permitted. The final recommendation shall be made by the principal with the advice of the superintendent, parents, and teachers involved. Documentation criteria will be provided. If a parent wishes not to retain a child against the school boards recommendation, documentation of such needs to be signed by the parent. 

Double promotion or skipping shall only be used in rare and extreme cases and then only with the approval of the teacher, principal, superintendent and parent. In the case of a student who is considerably ahead of their fellow students, teachers shall be urged to utilize methods and materials, which will substantially broaden the interests and achievements of the student. 

The Board shall be the final authority in all matters of student placement as provided by law. The Board hereby delegates to the building principals the authority to retain in grade, pass to the next succeeding grade or make accelerated advancements of any and all students. The Board directs the principals to consider the welfare of the student and the recommendations of the teachers, other administrators, other certified staff and parents in their decision. 

The Board shall retain the right to be the final authority in any case of appeal by a parent or guardian pertaining to retention, passing to the next grade or accelerated advancement. 

Legal Refs: 1973 C.R.S. 22-32-109 (w) 

Re-adoption Date:  May 23, 2006 

