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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION

1. Rationale and Purpose:  Students who participate in extracurricular activities have a responsibility to themselves, their parents, school, and community.   It is a privilege and an honor to be involved in extracurricular activities at Elbert Schools.   Participation is not a right.   These students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that will reflect the high ideals and standards of students in our community.   This code of conduct will require the student participants to follow a more stringent code of conduct than other students.

The following activities are considered extracurricular:


 
All Athletic Teams

FBLA


Chorus




Cheerleader


Student Council              
Marching Band


      
Knowledge Bowl
                             Match Wits                 
Class Groups




Spanish Clubs


Pep Band


Any other newly chartered school group or club.

2. Eligibility To Hold Office: To hold any school office, a student must:

a. Be in good standing in the school.

b. Have no failing grades for the most recent quarter.

c. The Principal, and or his designee, has full authority to remove a student from office or place a student on probation.

Activity attendance
A student must be in full attendance the day of an activity in order to participate in that activity, unless pre-approved by the administration. (example: Dr. appt., funeral, etc.)

PARTICIPATING IN CHSAA SANCTIONED ACTIVITIES 
For a student to participate in CHSAA sanctioned activities they must meet the following eligibility requirements:

1. A physical examination statement must be turned into the school before being allowed to                                           participate in a sport or activity.

2. Has emergency treatment form, district parent permission, athletic insurance waiver, and acknowledgment of this policy and contract forms filled out, signed and on file with the school before being allowed to practice in a sport or activity.

3. Each participant must have passed a minimum of five subjects (or 2.5 Carnegie Units per semester) the proceeding semester.

4. The student must be enrolled in a minimum of five classes (or be able to earn 2.5 Carnegie units) when participating in a sport or activity.

Elbert Schools Additional Eligibility Requirements:  For all student activities in addition to the above CHSAA sanctioned activity requirements, the following additional requirements for eligibility of all extracurricular activities are required.

1. A student may not have failed any class and/or have more than two (2) D grades the previous semester or he/she is not eligible for the next quarter.  At this time the student’s grades, (a cumulative average for the semester), will be evaluated again by the above criteria and if they do not meet this, criteria they are not eligible for the remainder of the semester.


2. A student may not have failed any class and/or have more than two (2) D grades the previous quarter or he/she is not eligible for the next 4 weeks.  At this time the student’s grades, (a cumulative average for the semester), will be evaluated again by the above criteria and if they do not meet this, criteria they are not eligible for the remainder of the quarter. 

3. In any one week a student may not be failing any class and/or have more than two (2) D grades in any of their classes or he/ she is not eligible for that week. (Tuesday to Tuesday)

Rules of Conduct for All Extracurricular Activities 
The following rules of conduct will be expected of all students participating in the above-defined list of extracurricular activities of page one of this policy:

A. The following conduct, regardless of whether it constitutes a single incident or a pattern of activity, shall be grounds for disciplinary action.

1. Use, *possession, sale, and/or exchange, regardless of the quantity, of alcoholic beverages, illegal controlled substances, or illegal drug (e.g. Hallucinogens, marijuana, anabolic steroids, etc.) and tobacco (in any form).  *Possession shall mean to have acquired, or to have in their possession--individually-- an alcoholic beverage, illegal controlled substance, or illegal drug.


2. Willful disobedience or open defiance of authority.

3. Willful destruction, damage, or defacing of any school property or equipment.

4. Behavior, which is detrimental to the welfare, safety, or morals of others.

B. PENALTIES for infractions of Rules of Conduct will be as follows: Violations of A. 1. Above will be subject to provisions regarding tobacco, alcohol, and drugs in other part of handbook in addition to the following:

1. First Offense:


Category One  (Athletics)

Students participating in athletics will forfeit 15 percent of the 
actual scheduled events in that particular activity. (counting tournaments as 2 activities, rounding to nearest whole number, with a minimum of one (1).

This policy will take effect on the first official day of the practice for any sport and continue until the last official game or practice of that sport.

The student may attend practice during the time of suspension if he/she wishes to continue in the activity.  Restrictions from games will carry over from one season or sport to another using the number of scheduled events in the season the offense occurred.



Category Two   (Clubs or Organizations)

Students who are members of clubs or organizations that do not fall under category one (athletics) will forfeit 15 percent of their scheduled extracurricular activities or events of that club or organization. (minimum of 1)

The student will forfeit the privilege of participating in the first activity (ies) occurring following the infraction.  

This policy will take effect on the first official meeting day for any club or organization and continue until the last official meeting day of the club or organization for that school year.   The student will be allowed to attend meetings during the time of suspension.

If the student is an officer in a club or organization, they may not hold that office for the next 15 percent of the total extracurricular meetings of that club or organization during the school year. (a count of the total meeting held the previous year will be used for total number of meetings of a club or organization)

2. Second Offense:



All  Categories

Students participating in athletics, clubs or organizations will forfeit the privilege of participation in all activities and meetings for the remainder of the school year.  

Drug and Alcohol Policy Offenders:

Should the student, at the expense of the parents of the student, complete a drug or alcohol treatment program at a certified drug or alcohol treatment facility within the school year of the suspension the student may be considered for reinstatement.    The school must be notified by the treatment center, in writing, as to the condition of the individual involved before a decision for reinstatement will be considered.

A reinstatement will not be considered for at least 2 months after the suspension has occurred.

Open Defiance of Authority, Willful destruction of Property, and Detrimental Behavior Offenders:

Should the student, at the expense of the parents of the student, complete a counseling program at a certified counseling or treatment center within the school year of the suspension the student may be considered for reinstatement.   The school must be notified by the treatment center, in writing, as to the condition of the individual involved before a decision for reinstatement will be considered. 

A reinstatement will not be considered for at least 2 months after the suspension has occurred.

C. Any violation of the rules of conduct may result in the revoking of any awards for which the participant might otherwise be eligible.



D. The administration reserves the right to bypass any or all of the levels of penalties and impose any or all of the more serious levels of penalties if the seriousness of the offense, in the view of the administration, warrants such action.    The administration reserves the right to make all final decisions in regard to penalties for violations.

E. All observed incidences must be reported to school authorities within ten (10) calendar days of the incident to be considered a valid and legitimate charge. The Principal will check out any reported charge. 

F. Further rules and guides of participation in extracurricular activities will be handled as prescribed by CHSAA, Elbert Public Schools, Individual Club Charters or Bylaws, Coaches of each Sport, and the Elbert Schools Student Handbook.


G. Notification of Policy:


Category One  (Athletics)
The Activities Director and coaches will conduct three meetings throughout the school year; one before the fall sports season, one before the winter sports season, and one before the spring sports season at which time the Activities Director and coaches will notify the athletes and parents or guardian of the rules of the policy. **Each athlete and parent or guardian will be given a copy of this policy acknowledgment to be signed and kept on file in the Activities Director's office.  No athlete will be allowed to practice until this process is complete.


Category Two  (Clubs and Organizations)

The Activities Director will meet with all club or organization participants to explain the policy before their first meeting and have the students sign the policy acknowledgment form.    **This form and policy will be taken home for a signature by a parent or guardian and returned to the Athletic Director to be retained in his/her office.  No student will be allowed to attend meetings until this process is complete.

H. Miscellaneous Items

1. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to prohibit a coach or sponsor from establishing and enforcing with Principal approval additional rules applicable to the particular activity.




2. There should be an adult chaperone in the hotel when Elbert students are on any overnight school related trip or excursion.

These rules are to be provided to participants in writing with a copy on file with the Activities Director and Principal. Violations of these rules may be handled directly by the coach or sponsor involved after conferring with the Athletic Director or appropriate building administrator.

3. A student may not participate in practices, meetings, scrimmage or contests during the time of any suspension from school.

4. Students permanently suspended from a sport will not letter in that sport.









I. Discipline and Appeal Procedures
1. The Principal or designee shall be responsible for the application of this policy and for imposing penalties and sanctions for violations of the Rules of Conduct set forth in this policy.

2. Prior to the imposition of any sanctions set forth in this policy the student shall be advised by the coach or sponsor of the evidence against him/her and student shall be entitled to respond thereto.

STEP 1

The Principal will notify the student and parent or guardian of the policy violation by the most immediate accessible means of communication.  The notice may be oral or in writing at the discretion of the Principal or designee and shall, as a minimum, inform the student and parent/guardian of the nature of the alleged violation, the nature of the penalty which may be imposed, and the availability of the Principal or designee to meet with the student and parent/guardian to discuss the matter.    

          If desired by the parent/guardian, the informal meeting will be set up at a mutually convenient time.

At the informal hearing, the student shall be given an opportunity to deny or affirm the alleged violation or to provide his/her version of the incident.  The principal or designee may at his/her discretion, depending upon the circumstances, allow the student to present witnesses or hold a more extensive hearing in order to make a proper decision on the contemplated action.   Written notice of the penalties shall be made promptly by the building administrator to the participant and his/her parent/guardian.

STEP 2

The parent/guardian may request that the principal review the decision by making such request in writing within eight (8) school days of the date of the written notice of penalty. Such request shall include a statement of what result or action is requested and shall set forth the evidence supporting the request.  If no request is received by the principal within eight (8) school days of the notification to the student, the appeal process is forfeited.  If a request is timely made, the principal shall respond in writing to the request within four (4) school days.

STEP 3

The parent/guardian may appeal the decision of the principal to the superintendent of schools in writing within four (4) school days after the written response has been made by the principal as set forth in step 2.  The superintendent shall review the written record and evidence available, and may make such further investigation as deemed necessary.  The superintendent shall respond in writing to the appeal request within four (4) school days of receipt of the appeal.

STEP 4

The superintendent's decision may be appealed in writing within fourteen (14) calendar days after the notification of the Superintendent's decision by the student or parent/guardian to the Board. The appeal to the Board shall contain an explicit statement of what is being appealed, the action being requested, and evidence supporting the appeal.  The Board may investigate and review the written information available, and may make such further investigation as deemed necessary in its sole discretion.  A written decision will be given by the Board within thirty (30) days after the appeal to the Board.
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