
Bulldog Community Beat  

This yearôs Veteranôs Day celebration at Elbert School 

was action-packed and full of excitement!  On Friday 

morning, November 11 at 10:30 am, a UH60L Black 

Hawk helicopter landed in our baseball field!  The flight 

from Buckley AFB takes about 15 minutes at a speed of 

140 knots (165 mph) and was piloted by CW3 Mike 

Antinoa of Elizabeth and CW2 Teresa Bonine  of 

Elbert.  Ms. Bonine, who has served two tours in Iraq, 

surprised her daughters Emily and Courtney Bonine, both Elbert JH students, with a visit to the 

school.  Students of all ages listened to an interesting talk by the crew after being allowed to climb 

aboard the helicopter.  Ms. Bonineôs husband and son, US Army Ret. Greg Bonine  and Spec. Rhyan 

Bonine, were also in on the surprise. The soldiers then attended the Veteranôs Day celebration at the 

school as honored guests.  After the program, students, staff and visitors were treated to an amazing 

demonstration of maneuvers by the highly trained crew of the aircraft.  Exclaimed guidance counselor 

Kim Stichler ñThe kids loved it!  Where else can you get BUZZED by a Black Hawk??  Only at Elbert 

School!  Awesome!!ò       
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SELF -

CONTROL  

  (vs. Indulgence)  
 

Rejecting my own desires and doing what is 

right.  

1: control exercised over oneself or oneõs own 

emotions, desires, actions, etc.  

òRemember not only to say the right thing in the 

right place, but far more difficult still, to leave 

unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.ó 

-Benjamin Franklin  C
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ELBERT SENIORS 

ON THE MOVE 

A Special Visit 

Awards and 
recognitions 
are already on 
the books for 
some of our 
soon-to-be-
graduated 
seniors!  At a special ceremony with his classmates and 

family in attendance, Colin Kunau signed his Letter 
of Intent with Adams State College to play for their 

lacrosse team.   Mariah Brown  placed 3rd out of 761 
competitors in the Colorado Council for Economic 

Educationõs Stock Market Game.  And Hayley 
Brown  was recently notified that she is Boettcher 
Foundation Scholarship semi-finalist, one of 200 cho-
sen from a pool of over 1300 applicants!  This merit-
based award covers all undergraduate 
expenses to a Colorado college or univer-
sity.  Congratulations to these deserving 
students.  Letõs give them a hand! 

Happenings in the Hallway 

NHS members Tawni Strachan, Reilly 

Franek, & Ross Millard  clear 

branches for the òHelp-A-Neighboró 

Community Service Project 10/28/11  

Last Wednesday eveningõs holiday activities began with 

a fundraiser crock pot dinner hosted by the junior high 

classes.  Sponsored by science teacher Suni Olkjer , the 

group raised almost $500 towards their Keystone Sci-

ence School field trip in February.  After dinner, beauti-

ful music filled the air at the annual Christmas concert 

in the gymnasium.  Under the direction of Andy 

Goodger , the melodic talents of Elbert students of all 

ages were presented to an appreciative audience.  Ele-

mentary students delighted all with a collection of patri-

otic and Christmas selections, including a very special 

version of òThe Twelve Days of Christmasó by the 4th  

grade class.  The 5 th  Grade Recorder Ensemble and 6 th  

Grade Band demonstrated their progress on musical 

instruments with some favorite holiday songs.  10 th  

Grade vocalist Chapman Croskell  entertained the 

crowd with some rockinõ Christmas carols.  And to wrap 

up the show, the JH & HS bands along with angelic 

voices of the 4th  through 6 th  grade chorus sang òSing 

Along with Santa!ó as the red-suited, white -bearded 

guest of the evening arrived with gifts for all.  Cocoa and 

cookies provided by Boosters were served at a reception 

after the show.  Guests and performers had tasty treats 

along with one last opportunity to shop at the Book Fair.  

The festive evening was enjoyed by all, so Merry Christ-

mas to you and yours from Elbert School!     

CHRISTMAS CONCERT FESTIVITIES  

Elbert Elementary held their annual Thanksgiving feast 
on Friday, November 18.  Preparations occurred all dur-

ing the week as 1st graders and their teacher, Becky 
Crabbs made fresh cranberry sauce, pumpkin bread, 

applesauce and squash.  Diane Pursellõs 2nd graders put together a tasty beef and vegetable 
stew that spread mouth-watering aromas throughout the school as it simmered all day.  Every-
one attends the event in hand made costumes. First grade òNative Americansó create head-
dresses and vests made from brown grocery bags decorated with Indian symbols, while second 
grade òpilgrimsó make hats, bonnets and collars for their costumes.  Families and guest teachers 
are always invited to the event, which was held in the afternoon in the concessions area.  Stu-
dents enjoy cooking and then eating their delicious food in honor of the first Thanksgiving feast.     

 

THE 

FEAST 



A Word from the Superintendent  
 

 

 

SPORTS  

òThe Elbert Booster Club strives to encourage school spirit by 

supporting the school and community through a variety of athletic, 

academic, artistic & social events, and social events, and fundraisers.ó   

Several years ago when our building was assessed by the Colorado Depart-

ment of Education (CDE), one of  the more significant items identified was 

the critical safety issues experienced by our preschool and kindergarten students  as they walk 

to the òbig schooló daily for classes and lunch.  Numerous times a day they cross a busy parking area, 

sometimes while exposed to harsh weather conditions.  Also, valuable educational time is spent deal-

ing with coats and boots, lining up, and walking back and forth between the buildings.   Options 

were explored and it was decided to relocate these young students to the main building over Christ-

mas break in order to meet their educational and safety needs.   The decision may seem sudden, but 

this solution has been under consideration for some time as traffic on that side of campus has been 

increasing over the years.  With the recent failure of the school bond and no immediate plans for 

building a new facility, we felt these studentsõ well-being had to be addressed.  And with more budget 

cuts to education on the horizon, this move will immediately lower overhead expenses by eliminating 

utility and maintenance costs for the modular building.   

As of January 3, 2012, Kindergarten  will be housed in the southwest corner of the elementary wing 

in the main building and Preschool in the southeast.   There will be some minor remodeling of 

classrooms and consolidation of office space of a few staff members to make room for this move.   We 

are confident that this change will add educational time as well as keep these students healthier and 

ultimately safer.  

Some other important items to note are the recent hiring of Mike Epright  as our new high school 

principal as well as the addition of Dale Rosburg  to the Elbert School Board.  Mr. Epright was se-

lected from a pool of numerous applicants by a special committee of school board and staff members.  

He comes to us from Nucla, CO with much teaching, coaching and administrative experience and 

weõre excited for him to join our staff in January.   And congratulations to Mr. Rosburg for being 

elected to the board this year!  He is a familiar face in our school and community and 

we look forward to his experience as well.    

I would like to wish all of our Elbert families, friends and neighbors the very best holi-

day season!  Look for the next issue of the BCB in February 2012!   

2011-12 BASKETBALL SCHEDULE  

HIGH SCHOOL  

Thurs Dec 15 @ Byers  4:00 

Fri December 16 Genoa-Hugo  4:30 

Sat Jan 7 Custer County  1:00 

Fri Jan 13 Pikes Peak Christian *4:30 

Sat Jan 14  Simla*   4:00 

Thurs Jan 19 @ Cripple Creek-Victor  5:00 

Sat Jan 21 Edison*    4:00 

Wed Jan 25 @ CSDB*  4:00 

Sat Jan 28 @ Flagler      4:00 

Tues Jan 31 Vanguard  4:30 

Thurs Feb 2 @ Hanover  4:00 

Sat Feb 11 @ Simla*   1:00 

Wed Feb 15 CSDB (Senior Night) 4:30           

Thurs Feb 16 @ PPC*   4:00 

Sat Feb 18 @ Kiowa  1:00 

Feb 21-26 District Tournament TBA 

JUNIOR HIGH  

Mon Dec 12  @ Simla     4:00 

Mon Jan 9 @ Legacy Academy  4:00 

Tues Jan 17 CSDB    4:30 

Mon Jan 23 @ Edison   4:00 

Jan 27-29 BFL Tournament @ Edison   TBA 

 

HS CHEER  

Sat, Dec 10  @ The Denver Coliseum 

State Cheerleading Competition 

 

FALL SPORTS HONORS  

All State Volleyball      All State Football  

Mikayla Franek     Lance Bickel 

All Conference      All Conference  

Logan Franek     Roger Carlson 

Taylor Upchurch     Dakota Hedger 

Honorable Mention     Blake Nicholas 

Alex Harris     Al Zelney 

         Honorable Mention                                                                    

         Caleb Brown 

         Noah Schafer 

BOOSTER CLUB  

CORNER  

BOOSTER HOLIDAY EVENTS 

The Elbert Booster Club has been so busy lately!  Beginning with the deli-

cious soup & chili potluck before Fall Sports Awards on November 29 to the 

Holiday Gift Shop on December 1 to The Grinch s Whoville Holiday Party on 

December 2, students and families have lately been well-fed and enter-

tained.  The Grinch s special event featured a Cindy Lou Who costume contest, cookie decorating, holiday 

tattoos and crafts, hot cocoa and candy canes of course!  Title 1 volunteers read How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas  to pajama-clad youngsters, and the evening ended with everyone snuggled with blankets and 

pillows while watching the Jim Carey version of The Grinch  in the gym.  

Thanks to the Santa s helpers  who volunteered at these enjoyable events.  

 

It was with great sadness that Elbert School bid farewell to one of our own last month.  

Hunter Kamaile Culla ô10 left us on November 13, 2011.  He was a friend to many and 

loved by all who knew him.  At a memorial service on November 19, his life was remem-

bered by siblings Bill ô07, Mandy ô08 and sophomore Alicia.  ñHunter was more than just a 

brother or co-worker.  He was our best friend.ò  Hunter was born in Hawaii and moved to 

Colorado at age 6.  He loved snowboarding, traveling and practical jokes.  At EHS he was active in football, 

track and baseball and received both sports and academic letters.  Most recently Hunter was a student at 

Metro State College and employed by Interstate Mechanical.  A quote by Abraham Lincoln that comforts 

the family says ñIn the end itôs not the years in your life that count.  Itôs the life in your years.ò  Hunterôs 

time was short but certainly full of life.  Parents Bill & Becky Culla and their family have established a 

scholarship fund in his memory at Farmerôs State Bank in Falcon.  Donations can be made to the Hunter 

K. Culla Memorial Account at the bank or sent to the family at 22505 James Trail, Elbert 80106.        

Seniors 55+ 

Free Admission to  

All HOME games!!  

And in the words of the Grinch: 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE ELBERT BOOSTER CLUB!  


